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Objective 
Besides language and culture appreciation, staging 

a drama or a play encourages teamwork, self 

discipline, creativity, learning of various skills, self 

initiative and self confidence among team 

members. It also helps them to draw upon their 

knowledge of what they have learned from the 

community, be it in the class, school or workplace. 

 

Rules and Regulations 
This must be read together with the ‘Competition 

Common Rules of the 2017 JLFest’. 

 

1. ELIGIBILITY 

This is a team competition. The team may have a 

maximum of 12 members and a director. The team 

may include: - 

a) A maximum of 8 cast members 

b) A maximum of 4 crew members 

Members in the team must be from the same 

organization. Each organization is limited to one 

(1) team. 

 

2. NUMBER OF ENTRANTS 

The total number of competing teams is limited to 

the first 12 teams signed up for the competition. 

 

3. PRIZES 

 Champion: Trophy & Certificate 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st Runner-up: Trophy & Certificate 

 2nd Runner-up: Trophy & Certificate 

All finalists will also receive a Certificate of 

Participation. 

 

4. GENERAL RULES 

4.1 The Play 

The team is to select a Japanese folklore (昔話) 

and adapt it into a contemporary Malaysian 

scene, be it in a kampong or city.  

 

4.2 The Script 

a) Must be crafted by the students in Japanese. 

Teacher may make grammar or clarity check. 

b) Besides localizing the story background, the 

team may simplify the language used and 

make appropriate changes to the supporting 

characters 

c) Performance duration should be within 10 

minutes. Thus, the team may choose either 

to focus on a scene or two or make an 

abridged version (ie skipping several scenes 

or shortening them) with some narration. 

d) The team may give their play a new title but 

must acknowledge the original title. EG: 

カメと 私
わたし

 (島太郎
しまたろう

) 

e) Creativity in adapting the story and the 

appropriate use of the language level 

suitable to the students is highly regarded.  
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However, the folklore MUST remain 

recognizable, ie the name of the main 

character(s), story flow and the moral of the 

story MUST remain unchanged. 

f) The script shall NOT contain any: - 

i. Vulgar or swearing words; 

ii. Seditious statement towards any race, 

gender or religion; 

iii. Statement or words referring to any 

political issues; 

iv. Religious chanting or prayers; and 

v. Political slogan(s). 

g) The script must be typewritten in Japanese 

on MSWord Manuscript Format# and be 

submitted to the festival organizer by the 

stipulated date. 

 

4.3 The Performance 

a) Must be executed fully in Japanese within 

ten (10) minutes. 

b) Curtains and microphone will NOT be used. 

c) Standard lighting will be provided. Not 

special lighting will be allowed. 

d) It must NOT be a musical play. However, 

dancing and singing scene is allowed, if 

relevant, and must NOT exceed 2 minutes in 

total. 

e) It must be suitable for family viewing.  

f) The team must be on standby 10 minutes 

before performance time. 

g) As this is a competition, no rehearsal is 

allowed on the stage or performance area. 

 

4.4 Time Limit 

Set-up & Strike (dismantle): 5 minutes 

Performance (without intermission): 10 minutes 

Amount of time music may be used: 2 minutes 

 

4.5 Team Members 

a) Cast Members 

i. May have multiple roles but ALL cast 

must have speaking roles. 

ii. Are not allowed to refer to any notes or 

cue cards when on stage. 

iii. The narrator must appear on stage when 

narrating and must NOT refer to any 

notes.  

iv. Voice over is NOT allowed throughout 

the performance. 

v. Male may play female role & vice-versa. 

b) Crew members 

i. Only crew members are allowed at the 

back of the stage. 

ii. Besides assisting the cast members in 

their make-up and dressing, they are to 

operate any props or audio equipment, if 

any. 

c) Director 

He or she directs the play and acts as 

coordinator with the contest’s stage 

manager. 

d) Team Advisor 

Shall be the Japanese language teacher 

whose main role is to advise the students 

and help them to get the necessary support 

and approval from the school. At no time,   
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shall the teacher interfere with the students’ 

decision and shall not be present backstage 

during the performance or its preparation. 

e) The student director, team advisor and team 

members (if available) must attend 30-min 

briefing at 11am on the contest date (at a 

venue to be decided later) 

f) The team may substitute any of its cast or 

crew members after submission, provided 

that the Member Replacement Form’ is 

completed, endorsed by the head of the 

organization/school/faculty or his assistant 

and submitted to the Competition Secretariat 

before the commencement of the 

competition. Replacement MUST meet the 

requirement of the competition. 

 

4.6 Costumes 

a) May be used to enhance clarity of the 

character portrayed and attract audience. 

b) Suitable for family viewing. 

c) Should not contain any religious and political 

symbols, icons and images. 

 

4.7 Props 

a) Used sparsely, creatively and easy to 

assemble or dismantle within the given time. 

b) Religious and political symbols, icons & 

images are prohibited. 

c) Use of LIVE animals is prohibited. 

d) NO throwing, dropping or spraying of any 

objects such liquid, powder, fire, gas, 

fragments etc.  

e) To be operated by the crew members only. 

f) The use of LCD projector is NOT allowed. 

g) Backdrop, if used, cannot be hanged or stick 

to the wall but may be held by the crew 

member(s). 

 

4.8 Audio Equipment 

Should the play required to play some music, 

the team may use the audio equipment of the 

venue. However, the organizer does not 

guarantee its working condition, sound quality 

or sophistication. The team’s crew member 

must learn how to operate it under the 

supervision of the organizer’s technician.  

 

5. JUDGING CRITERIA 

Team-work, creativity, performance, execution and 

good interpretation of the original story are very 

much valued in this competition. 

Thus, the judging guidelines will be as follows: -  

 Acting (40%) 

- Characterization of main characters 

- Effectiveness of supporting characters 

- Use of voice, energy levels 

- Movement 

- Teamwork  

 Story Adaptation (30%) 

- Language Use 

- Creativity in adaptation 

 Production (15%) 

- Adherence to time limit 

- Coordination and support 

- Strength of ensemble 

 Stage Presentation (15%) 

- Creative use of Props & costumes 
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6. JUDGING PANEL 

The judging panel shall be appointed by the 

organizers. Decision of the panel is final. The panel 

may also exercise its sole discretion to make or 

withhold an award. 

 

7. DISQUALIFICATION 

Display of professionalism, respect for the culture, 

belief, customs and religions of other races is 

essential throughout the competition. Thus, the team 

will be automatically disqualified if  

a) The performance exceeded the time limit 

b) In the sole opinion of the organizer, the play 

contains any disrespectful elements, words or 

actions, whether explicitly or implied, towards:- 

i. The national flag and national anthem of any 

countries; and 

ii. The religion, belief and customs of any race 

or culture 

c) The team does not follow the instructions of the 

contest manager. 

 

8. LIABILITIES 

All team members MUST exercise great caution so as 

not to inflict or cause injury to themselves and others 

as well as damage to properties during the 

performance. The organizers assume no liability for 

personal injury or loss of property during the 

competition. 

 

Sign-up Period 

            March 15 - 31, 2017 

 

 

Sign up Procedure 
The Key Person ie the teacher-in-charge or group 

leader is to: -  

a) Sign up for the competition online on the 

team’s behalf, using the password given to 

them earlier. 

b) Print out the competition form and have it 

endorsed by ALL team members. 

c) Bring that form along to the festival and 

submit it to the secretariat before the 

competition starts.  

d) Give an undertaking that the team members 

taking part in the competition are those listed 

in the competition form. 

Failing which, the team may not be allowed to 

participate. 

 

Submission of Script 
The full script typed on MSWord Manuscript 

(https://www.bungeisha.co.jp/publishing/download/ ) 

to be sent to jlfest.competition@gmail.com by 

April 19, 2017.   

Should there be no acknowledgement of receipt 

from JLSM by Apr 22, 2017, please call them 

immediately. 

 

Organizer: 
The Japanese Language Society of 

Malaysia (JLSM) 

Lot 568-8-14, 8
th

 Floor, Kompleks Mutiara  

(Office Suite) 

Jalan Ipoh, 51200 Kuala Lumpur 

Tel: 03-6259 7180 / 6259 8180 

Fax: 03- 6259 9180 

      Email: jlsm.enquiries@gmail.com 

 

Registration Procedure 
     jlfest.competition@gmail.com 
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